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The formal  arr ival  of
Christ ianity  into Aotearoa New
Zealand began with the arr ival
of  the f i rst  Protestant
missionaries.

Bishop Jean-Baptiste
Pompal l ier  arr ived from France
accompanied by a Marist
pr iest  and brother.  Arr iv ing in
the Hokianga,  he went to the
home of the Poynton’s and
celebrated the f i rst  Massin
Aotearoa New Zealand on 13
January 1838.  

The Te Tir i t i  o  Waitangi -Treaty
of Waitangi  was signed at
Waitangi  on February 6.  Bishop
Pompal l ier  was at  Waitangi  for
the signing.  He gained a
commitment from Lieutenant
Governor Hobson to protect
the rel igious freedom of
Cathol ics Protestants ,  and
Māori .  This addit ion is  now
referred to as the Fourth
Art ic le of  the Treaty.  

Thomas and Mary Poynton,  an
early  I r ish Cathol ic couple
arr ived in Aotearoa New Zealand
and sett le  at  Totara Point  in  the
Hokianga.  They travel led to
Sydney to ask the Church to
send a Cathol ic pr iest  to
Aotearoa New Zealand.  
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St Mary ’s Auckland,  the f i rst
Cathol ic school  in  Aotearoa
New Zealand,  opened.  

1850

Bishop Pompal l ier  invited
rel igious congregations to
establ ish schools throughout
Aotearoa New Zealand.  First  to
respond were the Sisters of
Mercy,  arr iv ing in 1850.  Other
rel igious orders fol lowed.  
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After  the withdrawal  of  government
assistance to Cathol ic schools in
the 1877 Education Act ,  par ishes
and rel igious congregations under
the authori ty  of  the bishop of  the
diocese set  up a paral le l  system of
education to the state.  Rel igious
congregations from Europe were
invited to establ ish and staff  the
Cathol ic schools.  

By the late 1950’s the impact of  the
post-war baby boom, inf lat ion and
need to employ more lay teachers
placed an ever- increasing pressure
on the system. Government aid was
needed urgently  i f  the Cathol ic
school  system was to service.  

In 1975 the Pr ivate Schools
Condit ional  Integrat ion Act was
passed by the New Zealand
Parl iament.  This Act created a
partnership between the State
and the Church,  integrat ing
private schools into the state
system of education,  whi le
preserving and safeguarding
our special  character.  

By 1900 Cathol ic schools were
staff  almost ent i rely  by members
of rel igious congregations,  who
gave their  l ives to service,
supported by their  par ish and the
local  community.  
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By 1983 Al l  Cathol ic schools
were integrated,  their  running
costs being met on the same
basis as state schools.  

2015
Cathol ic schools celebrated 40
years of  state integrated schools.

2025We celebrate 50 years of  state
integrated schools.  We have
68,000 students across 34,000
primary and 34,000 secondary
schools.  
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